[ ]
Mina Al-Lami

@Minalami

Hey #BokoHaram watchers/fellow analysts, has anyone
else felt the group’s latest Arabic-language vid (17 Jul) is
reminiscent of IS’ video series “And the ultimate reward iﬁ

for the righteous”, in terms of message & brevity?
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Like the IS series featuring militants from IS branches globally offering msgs of solidarity to\

IS militants in Syria&lraq telling them to be “patient” & “steadfast” in the face of the losses,
the BH spkr also urges unidentified “mujahidin brothers” to be “patient” & “steadfast”
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Also, the BH vid, just under 5 mins, is similar in its brevity to the IS series with its 4-5-min\
videos. All a coincidence? Maybe.\
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There are other aspects of the video that resemble IS videos, including an animated clip,
the alternation between militant footage & mainstream media clips talking about BH\

resilience, etc
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The vid is fully in Arabic with no subtitles, something BH has been increasingly doing Iikely\
to appeal to a wider Muslim audience.\




Boko Haram video reminiscent of IS propaganda\

[The Nigeria-based jihadist group Boko Haram has released an Arabic-language video\
whose production is reminiscent of propaganda by Islamic State group (IS), with Which\
Boko Haram's leader fell out in...\
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Also, some questions | raise about the mixed & confusing media branding of BH, in ref to\

Shekau’s Arabic sermon of 5 Jul\




Boko Haram releases conventional sermon from Ieadeﬁ

'The Nigeria-based jihadist group Boko Haram has released an unremarkable audio sermon
by its leader Abu Bakr Shekau which he delivered during Friday prayers. The audio\
message dated 4 Jul \
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Confusing terminology, branding

The Arabic transcript of the sermon ends with a
text - added by Boko Haram media rather than
being part of the audio sermon - that describes
Shekau as "the leader of Jama'at Ahl al-Sunna lil-
Da'wah wal-Jihad [Boko Haram's official name] in
West Africa in the Islamic State". This part, contrary
to the rest of the transcript, is written in poor
Arabic.
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BOKO HARAM

The text described Shekau as leader of his group

"in West Africa in the Islamic State'
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After the split from IS in 2016, although Boko
Haram reverted to its old name - Jama'at Ahl al-
Sunna lil-Da‘'wah wal-Jihad (The Sunni group for
preaching and jihad) - it continued to extensively
borrow elements from IS's media and branding,
including Arabic nashids (anthems) designed for IS
and mentions of "the Islamic State" in reference to
Shekau's faction.

In the latest audio sermon, even the voiceover
introducing Shekau sounds very similar to the
voiceover that features in IS productions for
leadership messages.

It is not clear how to interpret this media behaviour.
Does it indicate that Boko Haram sees itself, rather
than IS, as the rightful "Islamic State" in Nigeria or
West Africa? Is it an effort to appeal to IS by
continuing to associate itself with its terminology
and branding? Or is Boko Haram simply ripping off
IS's branding given the latter's more advanced
media operation?
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& “steadfast” in the face of the losses,
the BH spkr also urges unidentified
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Also, the BH vid, just under 5 mins, is
similar in its brevity to the IS series
with its 4-5-min videos. All a
coincidence? Maybe.
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There are other aspects of the video
that resemble IS videos, including an
animated clip, the alternation between
militant footage & mainstream media
clips talking about BH resilience, etc
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The vid is fully in Arabic with no
subtitles, something BH has been
increasingly doing likely to appeal to a
wider Muslim audience.

Boko Haram video reminiscent of IS...
The Nigeria-based jihadist group
Boko Haram has released an Arabic...
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